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Overview
An essential part of the work that 
many of us are doing in the non-profit 
sector is, FUNDRAISING.. We are 
continuously seeking support with our 
mission and visions in hopes to gain 
financial support to sustain and move 
our work forward. Let’s discuss some 
basic concepts, approaches and 
achievable steps to move 
organizations forward.
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Initiation Phase:
Who is your support?
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● Board of Directors are ideal to take 
an active role with your 
fundraising efforts. 

● Fundraising Committee
● Project Plan - delegate!
● Volunteers and staff



Project Phase:
Who is our audience?
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● Who benefits from our services?
● Who currently supports us 

financially with our endeavors?
● Are those people and/or 

organizations that you think should 
be supporting our organizations?



Where do you find sponsors?
How do you know who to reach out to? Who NOT to reach out to?
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When looking for sponsors there are 
a variety of tips of where to start. 
Such as:

● Businesses/organizations that 
support the same 
mission/topics as you

● Large manufacturing 
companies 

● Personal connections- people 
you know who have 
businesses/organizations

● Banks and hospitals
● EVERYONE AND ANYONE

Where/who should you avoid when 
seeking sponsors?

● Mom & Pops small local stores
● Dealerships 
● Small businesses 
● Large chain stores such as 

Walmart, Target, Home Depot, 
Lowes, Best Buy 



What does “everyone and anyone” 
mean?

When you are looking for financial support via sponsors, you want to reach out to all of the 
obvious places (such are large companies or organizations), but also every business you 
drive by, or find online. WHY? - Why would you call everyone and anyone? 

Well, this is because you never know who will say yes. ANY amount of sponsorship is 
helpful. Nothing is too low or too small, it all adds up. 

Another good place to find sponsors is on other event flyers and websites. 
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Discussion Prompt #1
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With the information given, I want 
you to take a few minutes to write 
down 3 sponsors in your community 
that you could reach out to for 
sponsorship. 



Where do you know where to look for 
silent auction/raffle/in-kind items?
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● Mom & Pop stores
● Locally owned stores
● Your favorite store that you may 

shop
● Dealerships 
● Furniture stores
● Someone you know that hand 

makes items
● Any business that you want, 

because they will either say yes 
or no and it cannot hurt to ask



What are good silent auction/raffle 
item ideas to look for? 
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● Experiences 
● Wood furniture
● Items specific for kids
● Gift certificates 
● Electronics
● Any type of art
● Any item YOU would like to win for a good prize
● Make sure you offer something for everyone, price included. 

Make sure you have a variety of the type of items as well as 
variety of prices/values



Discussion Prompt #2
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Now that you have more information 
about silent auction/raffle/in kind, take a 
few minutes to compile a short list of 
items that come to mind that you think 
are great ideas. 



Important tip #1:
Celebrate every single donation large or small
Why? 

It shows the donor you are grateful, appreciative, up 
beat, positive, and they are more likely to donate 
again. 

Treat every donation like it is the top item/amount 
because no one has to donate anything. 

Be over the top with your customer service voice. If 
you don’t sound excited for your event, neither will 
they. 
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Important tip #2:
Be comfortable with being told “NO”
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Why is this important? 

● Many individuals struggle with rejection, especially on the spot

● Remain positive no matter what. 

● Not everyone will support your cause 

● Be confident in your request, even if you don’t believe in yourself, 

● Be prepared to answer questions. 

Example if someone says no you could say: “ Thank you for speaking with 
me today and hearing me out, I am very grateful for your consideration 
for my request. I understand completely, thank you for your time.” 



Researching 
organizations/locations:
What does this mean? Why is it important?
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Researching organizations/locations mean:

● For example: When RPV reaches out for sponsorship, I mention our closest member to them 
when making inquiries. It is important for donors that you are not just cold calling. They want to 
know that you have done your research, know who they are, and again, it makes the request 
personal giving you a better chance at getting the donation/s you’re looking for. 

● Location is important because you generally want to stay in your state. Usually local businesses 
and organizations want to support local events. BUT, there are exceptions. 





What information do donors 
need/want from you?
● Your name, what organization you are with
● If you are a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization
● Short organization history
● Your mission and reason for needing donation
● Event details
● Contact information
● Sponsorship grid ***
● Flyer/event signage
● They may want to know how you found them, or came across 

their business/organization
● If seeking physical in kind donation- formal donation request 

letter or email
● What do they benefit from if they do donate? They want to 

know this as well. 
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Sponsorship 
Letter 
Template
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What is a sponsorship 
grid?
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Fundraising ideas can also look like:
• Round up change jars 
• Some eatery will donate % of all meals
• Pampered chef fundraiser 
• A walk/run with prizes
• Bake sale
• Collecting returnables
• Having a dinner and selling tickets 
• Raffle baskets
• 50/50 raffles
• Hannaford bag program (each month they choose 1 nonprofit and donate $ 

from each purchase of their reusable bags) 
• Get creative with it! Have FUN!
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Discussion Prompt #3:
Write down 3 creative fundraising ideas 
that you could do with/for your 
organization
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Thank you!

Cielo Philips, 
cielo@vtrecoverynetwork.org

Shannon Carchidi, 
Shannon.Carchidi@ncvrc.com 
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